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GLOBAL CAMPUS MOOC 

Child Participation and the Right to a Sustainable Environment 

 

Lecturers and experts 

 

YOUSRA ABOURABI 

Yousra Abourabi is a doctor in political science from the University of Lyon 

Jean Moulin. Her thesis, defended in 2016, focused on African politics in 

Morocco. After teaching at the University of Lyon 3, she joined the UIR. As an 

Assistant Professor at Sciences Po Rabat, she teaches political science, 

international relations and African governance. As a researcher associated 

with LEPOSHS, she is interested in diplomatic issues and sectoral cooperation 

(climate, migration, gender) in Africa. She recently published a book on 

"Morocco" by De Boeck editions. 

 

ZOI ALIOZI 

Dr Zoi Aliozi, is an international academic, scholar-activist. She is a human 

rights educator, and an award-winning philosopher. She has been engaging 

with climate justice research and activism—while lecturing law, philosophy 

and cinema. Zoi is an inter-disciplinary scholar, with expertise in human rights 

law, analytic philosophy, climate justice, digital advocacy and distance 

learning. She has a special eye for ‘new tech for good’: (IT, AI and digital 

communications) – as well as a deep passion for visual arts and creative media 

for legal education and philosophy. Her publications include Human Rights: A 

Comparative Approach' (Eds. Z. Aliozi and K. Chainoglou, Hellenic Academic eBooks, Kallipos, Greece, Oct. 

2021), Green Criminology: A rights-based approach, in Green Crimes and International Criminal Law (Ed. R. 

Paulose, Vernon, USA, April 2021) and Diotima, in The Philosopher Queens (Eds. R. Buxton & L. Whiting, 

Unbound, UK, Sept. 2020). Zoi holds a PhD in Philosophy, Law and Human Rights from LUISS University of 

Rome (Italy) and Georgetown University in Washington D.C. (USA). She is also an alumna of the Global 

Campus Europe Master’s Programme where she graduated in 2007. 
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CHIARA ALTAFIN 

Dr. Chiara Altafin leads various research-based activities and projects at 

the Global Campus Headquarters, with a primary focus on strengthening 

research, education, training, network-building and advocacy for the 

rights of children. She has also worked as EMA Fellow for the EMA 

Programme since September 2015, and in this role lectures on topics 

related to human rights, International and European law, coordinates and 

teaches in the Cluster on Children’s Rights, and conducts academic skills 

and thesis proposal workshops. She holds a Ph.D in International Law 

from the European University Institute, an LL.M in Comparative, European 

and International Law from the EUI, a Master’s in Rule of Law, Democracy 

and Human Rights from LUISS University, and graduated cum laude at the Law Department of Roma Tre 

University. She was a visiting research scholar at the Center for International and Comparative Law of the 

University of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor. Currently she is leading a project on Independent 

Children's Rights Institutions as well as the UN Global Study component of the ACRiSL project ‘Advancing 

Child Rights Strategic Litigation’. She is one of the editors of GC Human Rights Preparedness. Previously she 

edited the GCHRJ’s first special focus on children’s rights. She also coordinated the EMA research 

contribution to the Global Classroom 2020 focusing on children deprived of liberty. In 2018-2019 she was 

lead researcher on the situation of ‘children living in prisons with their primary caregivers’ for the UN 

Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty. In 2016-2017 she was senior researcher on the FP7 FRAME 

project. Her main research interests are: children’s rights; economic, social and cultural rights in times of 

crisis, including in contexts of armed conflict and occupation; business and human rights; social justice; 

environmental justice; and governance. Over the last twelve years she has worked as lecturer and research 

and teaching assistant in International Organization and Human Rights, Human Rights and International 

Protection, International Law, International Protection of Cultural Heritage, and International Criminal Law 

at LUISS University, where she also was a member of the Research Team on the FP7 PRIV-WAR project. She 

conducted research and editorial activities for the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI). She worked as a 

trainee lawyer at Avvocatura Generale dello Stato in Rome and has been admitted to the Italian Bar. 

VISALAAKSHI ANNAMALAI 

Visalaakshi Annamalai is a Policy Analyst with the Global Campus Policy 

Observatory Programme on environment and human rights. She is also 

currently working with the International Organization for Migration’s 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (IOM-ROAP) as the Labour 

Mobility and Human Development Intern. In this role, she reviews and 

develops projects, and supports country missions in the region.  
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Prior to this, she worked more broadly on issues including refugee rights and status, child protection, 

labour migration, environment, protection issues of vulnerable population, and women empowerment 

with organizations such as the UNHCR, the ILO and the International Rescue Committee. She is an early-

career development professional and researcher seasoned in communications, interviewing, and 

interpretation. Visalaakshi holds an advanced degree in Human Rights from Mahidol University, Thailand 

and a double degree in Arts and Law with Honours from the Tamil Nadu National Law University, India. 

 

MAUDE BARLOW 

Maude Barlow received the Right Livelihood Award in 2005 for her 

“exemplary and longstanding worldwide work for trade justice and the 

recognition of the fundamental human right to water”. She has been a high-

profile leader in the women’s movement in Canada and is the founder and 

former elected Chairperson of the Council of Canadians, Canada’s largest 

citizens’ advocacy organisation, which works to safeguard Canada’s 

universal social security system and its water and energy heritage. The 

Council of Canadians has also been a leading voice in the international 

search for a more just and sustainable trade system and, through its Blue 

Planet Project, fights for the universal right to water. In 2008–2009, Maude served as Senior Advisor on 

Water to the President of the United Nations General Assembly and was a leader in the campaign to have 

water recognized as a human right by the UN. Maude is the author and co-author of dozens of reports as 

well as 20 books on all aspects of globalisation and the theft of the “global commons”, including Blue 

Future: Protecting Water for People and The Planet Forever; Boiling Point: Government Neglect, Corporate 

Abuse and Canada’s Water Crisis; Whose Water is it Anyway? Taking water protection into public hands 

and the forthcoming The Little Book of Hope, Lessons from a Lifetime of Activism. 

 

DAVID R. BOYD 

David R. Boyd was appointed as the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights 

and the environment for a three-year term commencing August 1, 2018. He is 

an associate professor of law, policy, and sustainability at the University of 

British Columbia. His career has included serving as the executive director of 

Ecojustice, appearing before the Supreme Court of Canada, and working as a 

special advisor on sustainability for Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin. He 

has advised many governments on environmental, constitutional, and human 

rights policy and co-chaired Vancouver’s effort to become the world’s 

greenest city by 2020. He is a member of the World Commission on 

Environmental Law, an expert advisor for the UN’s Harmony with Nature 

Initiative, and a member of ELAW, the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide.  
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Mr. Boyd is also the author of nine books and over 100 reports and articles on environmental law and 

policy, human rights, and constitutional law. His most recent books include The Rights of Nature (ECW 

Press, 2017), The Optimistic Environmentalist (ECW Press, 2015), Cleaner, Greener, Healthier: A 

Prescription for Stronger Canadian Environmental Laws and Policies (UBC Press, 2015) and The 

Environmental Rights Revolution: A Global Study of Constitutions, Human Rights, and the Environment 

(UBC Press, 2012). 

 

AOIFE DALY 

Dr Aoife Daly is a lecturer at the School of Law, University College Cork. She 

has taught widely on human rights, specialising in children's rights, most 

recently at the University of Liverpool and the Human Rights Centre of the 

University of Essex. She works with the Cork City youth council on children’s 

rights issues, and also trains nurses on children’s consent. She is author of 

the globally celebrated Children, Autonomy and the Courts: Beyond the 

Right to be Heard (Brill, 2018) and A Commentary on the UNCRC, Article 15: 

The Right to Freedom of Association and to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly. 

She is at present writing a monograph on children and climate change 

activism, and her recent journal articles are on children’s ‘capacity’ and 

human rights: https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/28/3/article-p471_471.xml and the right of young 

people to sex education: https://muse.jhu.edu/article/773446    

 

VICTOR KARUNAN 

Victor Karunan has worked over 16 years with UNICEF, as Regional Advisor on 

Participation and Partnerships at UNICEF Regional Office in Bangkok; Chief of 

Adolescent Development and Participation in UNICEF Headquarters in New 

York; and as Deputy Representative and Senior Social Policy Specialist in 

UNICEF Malaysia. He has over 35 years of professional experience in over 40 

countries in both the Global North and South - with special focus on South and 

Southeast Asia and the Pacific. His fields of specialisation include: child rights, 

child participation, adolescent development, social policy, participatory 

research, and public finance. He led UNICEF’s work on child participation at the 

UN Special Session on Children at the UN Headquarters in New York in 2002 and the UN Heads of State 

Climate Summit in 2004. He has worked as a Development Evaluation Consultant for European donor 

agencies and has conducted research, evaluations and training programmes among community 

organizations and NGOs in over 15 countries in South and Southeast Asia. He holds a M.A. in Sociology from 

Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi and a Ph.D. in the Social Sciences from the University of 

Nijmegen, The Netherlands. 

https://brill.com/view/journals/chil/28/3/article-p471_471.xml
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/773446
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JULIANE KIPPENBERG 

Juliane Kippenberg is an associate director in the Children's Rights Division of 

Human Rights Watch. She began working at Human Rights Watch in 1999. For 

more than 17 years, she has carried out human rights research on a wide 

range of issues. One of her areas of expertise is child labor in artisanal gold 

mining and the responsibility of companies.  She has also conducted extensive 

research and advocacy on sexual violence in the armed conflict in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and on the child's right to health care. From 

1999 to 2005, Kippenberg led a project for the protection and capacity 

building of Central African nongovernmental organizations. Prior to joining 

Human Rights Watch, she worked as a campaigner at the International Secretariat of Amnesty 

International. She holds a master's degree in understanding and securing human rights from the University 

of London, and graduate degrees in African history and French from the University of Hamburg, Germany. 

 

JOHN KNOX 

John Knox is Henry C. Lauerman Professor of International Law at Wake 

Forest University. From 2012 to 2015, he served as the first United Nations 

Independent Expert, and from 2015 to 2018, as its first Special Rapporteur, 

on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, 

clean, healthy and sustainable environment. In that role, he submitted a 

series of reports to the UN Human Rights Council on the application of 

human rights law to environmental issues, including climate change and the 

conservation of biological diversity. In 2018, he concluded his mandate by 

presenting Framework Principles on Human Rights and the Environment to 

the United Nations, and by calling upon the UN General Assembly to 

recognize the human right to a healthy and sustainable environment. His recent scholarship has focused on 

issues arising at the intersection of human rights and environmental protection. In 2018, he published a co-

edited volume of essays on the human right to a healthy environment, and he is currently writing a book on 

the evolution of environmental rights in international law. In 2003, he was awarded the Francis Deák Prize, 

established by the American Society of International Law to honor a younger author who has made a 

"meritorious contribution to international legal scholarship." For four years, until 2005, he chaired a 

national advisory committee to EPA on the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation, 

the first regional environmental organization in North America, and from 2008 to 2012, he was of counsel 

to the Center for International Environmental Law. He is currently on the board of the Universal Rights 

Group, a human rights institution in Geneva, and of Wake Forest University's Center for Energy, 

Environment and Sustainability.  
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LAURA LUNDY 

Professor Laura Lundy is an international expert on children’s rights and child 

and youth participation and author of the widely used Lundy model of child 

participation. Professor Lundy is Co-Director of the Centre for Children’s 

Rights and a Professor of Education Law and Children’s Rights. She is joint 

Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Children’s Rights. Her expertise 

is in law and human rights with a particular focus on the implementation of 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in law and policy, education 

rights and children's right to participate in decision-making. She has also 

written extensively on national education and social security law. The Lundy 

model of child and youth participation proposed by Prof. Lundy (based on four key concepts - Space, Voice, 

Audience and Influence) is used extensively in scholarship and practice and has been adopted by numerous 

national governments and public bodies as well as international organisations including the Council of 

Europe, European Commission, World Health Organisation, UNICEF and World Vision. 

RAUL MONTENEGRO 

Raul Montenegro received the Right Livelihood Award in 2004 “for his 

outstanding work with local communities and indigenous people to protect 

the environment and natural resources.” Since 1985 he has been Professor of 

Evolutionary Biology at the National University of Cordoba. In 1982 he was the 

principal founder of FUNAM (Environment Defence Foundation), and has been 

its President since 1995. Since 1980 Raul Montenegro has been involved, 

normally in an initiating role, in an astonishing range and number of 

environmental activities, which include anti-nuclear campaigns, the 

establishment of six national parks or nature reserves, numerous campaigns 

against toxic waste, pollution by chemicals, deforestation, dams, logging and mining companies, and in 

favour of the protection of the endangered ecosystem. He has been very active in environmental legislation 

and education, both nationally and internationally. In addition to all this he has had a full academic life, 

publishing in journals and keeping abreast of (and sometimes contributing to) advances in ecological 

science, which he then tries to implement. In all his activities Raul combines an expert use of science with 

community-based campaigning, and an ability to generate enormous media coverage. 

LUISA NEUBAUER 

Luisa Neubauer is a German climate activist and one of the main organisers of 

the ‘Fridays for Future’ movement. She advocates a coal phase-out in Germany 

by 2030 and a climate policy compatible with the Paris Convention. Luisa is a 

member of Bündnis 90/Die Grünen as well as the Green Youth and is involved in 

various organisations supporting climate protection, intergenerational justice 

and the fight against global poverty. In 2019 she and Alex Reppening published 

the book 'From the End of the Climate Crisis. A Story of Our Future'. 
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MARINA RAKOPYAN 

Marina Rakopyan is freelancing with the Global Campus Policy Observatory 

Analysts group as a human rights research and policy briefs writer on 

Environment law and human rights. Specifically, she is doing research about 

Global Climate change and Ecosystem Restoration. Originally, from Armenia, 

Marina is a J.S.D. candidate in the Doctoral Program in Intercultural Human 

Rights at St. Thomas University School of Law. Her doctoral dissertation is 

entitled Unregulated custody transfer of internationally adopted children. 

She is also co-president of the SOAR non-profit organization’s Miami chapter 

that provides humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children. Marina 

received her B.A. in Translation Studies at Yerevan State University. During her studies, she interned at the 

Ministry of Diaspora of Armenia and also volunteered with the Armenian National Olympic Committee. She 

then pursued her M.A. in Human Rights and Democratization from Yerevan State University and Tbilisi 

State University, where she received a fully funded scholarship from the European Union. During this time, 

Marina worked closely with Save the Children and Sustainable Family, non-profit organizations dedicated to 

promoting the foster care system in Armenia and helping children in orphanages. She also interned at the 

Office of the State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration. In 2016, Marina earned 

her LL.M. in Intercultural Human Rights at St. Thomas University School of Law, and became the Executive 

Editor of the Intercultural Human Rights Law Review. Since graduating, she has worked with Americans for 

Immigrant Justice as a Program Coordinator for the Children’s Legal Program and with The John J. Brunetti 

Human Trafficking Academy as a research fellow.   

 

LEO RATLEDGE 

Leo Ratledge is the Legal and Policy Director of the Child Rights International 

Network (CRIN). He has 10 years’ experience advocating for the human rights of 

children and young people. His work particularly focuses on how children and 

young people can use the law to enforce their rights, including through CRIN’s 

global projects on access to justice and access to justice for environmental rights. 

He is also a partner of the Advancing Children’s Rights Strategic Litigation project. 

 

JONAS SCHUBERT 

Jonas Schubert is a long-time advocate for children’s environmental rights, 

representing Terre des Hommes and the Children’s Environmental Rights 

Initiative in different national and national processes related to the topic. He is 

an active member of the association of German human rights organizations 

(Forum Menschenrechte). 

 

https://home.crin.org/issues/access-to-justice
https://home.crin.org/resources/reports/environmental-rights-access-to-justice
https://www.acrisl.org/
https://www.terredeshommes.org/members/tdh-germany/
https://www.childrenvironment.org/
https://www.childrenvironment.org/


 

  
  

8 
 
 

 

MARGARETHA WEWERINKE 

Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh is Assistant Professor of Public International 

Law at Leiden University. Her research focuses on the role of law in 

addressing sustainable development challenges. Her recent book State 

Responsibility, Climate Change and Human Rights (Hart Publishing) explains 

when and where State action related to climate change may amount to a 

violation of human rights. In 2018 she received a NWO Veni-grant for her 

project Climate Justice through the Courts (2019-2021), which uses socio-

legal research to investigate the effectiveness and potential drawbacks of 

rights-based climate litigation. From 2015 to 2018, Margaretha was a Senior 

Lecturer in Environmental Law at the University of the South Pacific (USP) 

School of Law in Vanuatu where she carried out research into the impact of climate displacement on the 

enjoyment of human rights. She remains affiliated with USP as an Adjunct Senior Lecturer in Environmental 

Law, supporting Pacific Island students advising their national delegations at international climate change 

negotiations. Margaretha has acted as a legal adviser to governments at international climate change 

negotiations, represented non-governmental organisations at the UN Human Rights Council, and advised 

the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the nexus between climate change and human 

rights in Africa. She is currently advising the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights’ Regional Office for 

the Pacific on human rights and climate justice, and serves as the Deputy Regional Director for Europe of 

the Global Network on Human Rights and the Environment. Margaretha holds a PhD from the European 

University Institute, a European Master’s in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) from the Global 

Campus of Human Rights, a Graduate LLB from Nottingham Law School and a BA (Philosophy) and BSc 

(Cultural Anthropology & Development Studies) from the Radboud University. She received a Lord Justice 

Holker Award from the Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn (London) and was called to the Bar of England and 

Wales in 2014.  

 


